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Speaking of fantastic 2-year-old sale results, keep an eye on a 3-year-old named Army Mule. 

Last yearõs $825,000 sales-topping colt at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-olds in Training Sale 

is by Friesan Fire and he won his first start in style on April 30th at Belmont Park, getting named a 

TDN Rising Star! Trained by Todd Pletcher for St. Elias Stablesõ Vinnie Viola (a West Point gradu-

ate) and ridden by John Velazquez (the same owner/trainer/jockey team that just won the Ken-

tucky Derby with Always Dreaming), the 3-year-old colt crossed the wire more than 8 lengths in 

front of the rest of the field in the $75,000 Maiden Special Weight.   

Friesan Fire continues to make headlines. Also in the winnerõs circle in April for Marylandõs 

 leading sire were Love on Fire, Friesan Flyer, Helgoland and Fire Control (twice). 

R i s i n g  S t a r  f o r  F r i e s a n  F i r e !  

     The OBS Spring Sale of 2-year-olds in Training provided 

fantastic results for Country Life sires Friesan Fire and 

first-crop sire Freedom Child. Three MD-bred juveniles, all 

foaled at Country Life, went through the ring. A chestnut 

filly by Friesan Fire out of Duck the Punch (bred by Mrs. 

Glennie Martin and Country Life Farm) brought a final bid 

of $230,000 after a smokinõ 9.4 work on breeze day 

(video). She was purchased by West Point Thoroughbreds 

and Team D (Tony Dutrow). 

     Also hitting the 6-figure mark was a colt from the first 

crop of Freedom Child (by Malibu Moon). Foaled at Country Life for bloodstock agent John Stu-

art, the chestnut out of the stakes-producing Distorted Humor mare Final Humor worked in :10 

flat (video) and sold for $160,000 to West Coast trainer Simon Callaghan. A Freedom Child filly 

out of stakes-winner Minnesota Mafia, bred by Country Life Farm, brought $55,000 from West 

Coast agent and TVG analyst Nick Hines (video). 

     These three Country Life-sired and foaled juveniles were among the highest-priced Maryland-

breds in the sale. This spring/summer should be interesting with more Friesan Fires hitting the 

track and Freedom Childõs first crop  

entering the starting gates! 

 

$230,000 Friesan Fire-Duck the Punch filly foaled 

at Country Life on May 4, 2015. 

Josh Pons visits with Army Mule in 

Todd Pletcherõs barn at  

Belmont Park. 

C L F - S i r e d  J u v e n i l e s  L i g h t  

U p  O B S  S a l e s !  

Left: Freedom Child filly out of 

Minnesota Mafia sold for $55,000. 

 
Right: Freedom Child colt out of 

Final Humor sold for $160,000. 

http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2017/375.mp4
http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2017/428.mp4
http://obssales.com/aprcatalog/2017/763.mp4
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A p r i l  S h o w e r s  B r i n g  K i m  C r o w e l l !  

     ²Ŝ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ƻƴ aŀȅ мǎǘ 
ŀǎ YƛƳ /ǊƻǿŜƭƭ ƧƻƛƴŜŘ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀũ ŀǎ .ǊƻƻŘƳŀǊŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀǘ 
aŜǊǊȅƭŀƴŘ CŀǊƳΦ YƛƳ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƛƭǎƻƴ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƛƴ 
нллу ǿƛǘƘ ŀ .ŀŎƘŜƭƻǊ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛƴ 9ǉǳƛƴŜ aŀƴπ
ŀƎŜƳŜƴǘΦ {ƘŜ ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ŘŀƛǊȅ ŦŀǊƳ ƛƴ aŀǎπ
ǎŀŎƘǳǎŜǧǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǎǘǊŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ {ƘŜ ƳƛƭƪŜŘ 
Ŏƻǿǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ŀ Řŀȅ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
Ƨƻōǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƛƴƎ ōŀǊƴ 
ŎƘƻǊŜǎ ŀǘ ŀ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀōƭŜΦ {ƘŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƻǊƪŜŘ ŀ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ 
ŀǘ tƛƴ hŀƪ [ŀƴŜ CŀǊƳ ƛƴ t! ŎŀǊƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƳŀǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻŀƭǎ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŀƭƛƴƎ ǎƘƛƊ ŀǘ ƴƛƎƘǘΦ 
     ²ŜΩǊŜ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ YƛƳ ƻƴ ǎǘŀũ ŀƴŘ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƎŜǘ 
ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƘŜǊ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ aŜǊǊȅƭŀƴŘΗ 

     Merryland has long been considered a ñmini Fair Hillò training center, with its 

individual grass paddocks, Eurociser and round pens. This year we took it a step 

further and created a mile-long training path through the woods. Not unlike the 

versatility of Fair Hill or the training yards in Europe, farm trainer Jackie Savoye 

makes use of the topographical features of Merryland to the benefit of the horses.  

Whether itôs the traditional 5/8ths-mile training track and starting gate, the woods 

path or the long sloping hills of the back fields, the variety of cross training stimu-

lates the young minds of the 2-year-olds and freshens an older horse who needs a 

change of pace from the racetrack. 

      

T r a i n i n g  F u n  a t  M e r r y l a n d !  

Kim Crowell, new Broodmare Manager at Merryland 

 

Left: Stakes-placed Flash 

McCaul (left) and 15 Lutay 

Love (right) enjoy the change 

of scenery galloping on the 

back hill. 

Left: Yearling fillies canôt wait to start their 

training this fall after seeing the older horses 

go up into the woods and back fields for gal-

lops! (L to R: Lucky Ninety Nine, Cameron 

Marie, Freedom Bella and ó16 Platinum 

Mine). 

 

Bottom: Coming off the track on a beautiful 

spring day at Merryland. 


